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Today’s Topics:
- NEM Update Process & History
- NEM Update Methodology
- Existing Conditions
- How to Submit Comments
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Airport Noise Compatibility Planning

What is a Noise Exposure Map (NEM) Update?
• NEM Updates are studies that identify noise and land use impacts in 

accordance with FAA guidance.
• The NEM Update process is outlined in the 14 Code of Federal Regulations 

(CFR) Part 150
• The purpose of a NEM study is to identify where land uses are not 

compatible with aircraft noise
• NEM Updates follow a federal framework for measuring noise and 

compatible/non-compatible land use around airports for existing and 
future (+5 years) conditions

History of Noise Compatibility Planning at BNA
The Metropolitan Nashville Airport Authority (MNAA) prepared the first 
Part 150 Study for Nashville Internation Airport® (BNA®)  in 1988

Since 1988, the MNAA has consistently updated and submitted to the 
FAA the NEMs at BNA*

• 1992 NEM Update
• 1996 NEM Update
• 2004 NEM Update
• 2012 NEM Update
• 2020 NEM Update (Prepared Existing (2020) and Future (2025) NEMs)
• Current NEM Update

®

*The 2020 NEM Update was completed, but not submitted to the FAA



Previous NEM Update (2020 and 2025)

Note: The Existing (2020) and Future (2025) NEMs shown here were 
prepared as part of the 2019 NEM Update for BNA. These NEMs were 
submitted to the Federal Aviation Administration for applicable 
determination in accordance with 14 CFR Part 150. However, FAA did not 
issue any determination. This current NEM Update is being conducted to 
prepare a new set of NEMs in keeping with the MNAA’s commitment to 
maintain current information regarding airport noise levels.

Elm Hill Pike



Noise Exposure Map Update Timeline
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What is DNL?
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Per CFR Part 150, flight activity is penalized 10x when noise 
modeled compared to daytime flights. Nighttime activity is defined 

as flights operating between 10:00 p.m. and 6:59 a.m. 



Existing Land Use (2025)

The map above shows the existing land use classifications surrounding the airport.



2026
• Continue Existing and Future Noise Contour Modeling

• Draft Noise Exposure Map Update Report

Share Findings and Public Comment Period

Community Open House #2
Early 2027

2027
• Prepare Final NEM Update Report with MNAA 

• Submit to FAA and Finalize



Have a Comment or Question?

Comments are being accepted on the 
information presented at this meeting through 

February 6, 2026

Scan me 
to submit 
comments

NEM 
Comment Form

Landrum & Brown
Attn: Chris Sandfoss - BNA NEM Update

4445 Lake Forest Drive #700
Cincinnati, OH 45242

U.S. Mail

All comments will be addressed in the draft/final NEM Update Reports
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